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Additional information regarding classification reports according to  
EN 13501 
 
 
What is the purpose of a classification report? 
 
A classification report according to EN 13501 arranges a clearly described building product 
into a class that makes statements about fire behaviour, smoke development and dripping 
behaviour. 
The product must be described in detail, including definition of the specific substrate, the 
veneer, and the lacquer together with its application quantity; as can be seen here in the 
example: 
 

 
 
This represents a major difference to older national standards, which leave the product 
description much more open. Under DIN 4102, for example, there is no requirement to 
define the panel manufacturer or the veneer.  
Sample DIN 4102 description of a building product: 
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The classification report therefore only makes a statement about the conditions under 
which the product could be approved as a building product, and whether low-flammable 
finishing procedures are even possible in the event of coating. 
 
What does a classification report not represent? 
 
A classification report does not replace the building approval and/or product monitoring. 
These approvals are regulated differently on an international level. In Germany, approval 
as a building product is granted by the DIBt. 
 
 
Why are there almost always only classification reports for lacquer products? 
 
The difficulty lies in the detailed description of the finishing procedure. The combination of 
available substrate materials and veneers results in almost infinite combination options. 
 
It would exceed an economically feasible scope if every possible combination were to be 
approved by the building authorities. 
 
There are also practical issues, such as in the procurement of dedicated substrates. Not 
every panel is available in every market. It is also impractical to procure a different panel 
for each property simply because the approval requires it. 
These are reasons why only the classification report is used. 
 
 
How do you solve the problem of the lack of approval? 
 
Method 1) Seek approval for the specific property. This requires the conditions  

to be clearly defined to enable property-specific approval. 
 
Method 2) Talk to the person responsible for the building’s fire protection concept. 

With the help of the classification report, experts can also assess and 
approve suitability beyond the building authority approval. 
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